
in the fallacies of hospital statistics, especially in reference to the percentage
of recoveries, should obtain this report. The great comparative cost of the
Danvers hospital is also severely criticised.

The biennial report of the Vermont Asylum at Brattleboro' contains many
suggestions by Dr. Draper, concerning the nature of insanity, which do not call
for comment. We may, perhaps, except his opinion that the families of the
insane have a right to be protected from their depressing and contagious in-
fluence. The morbid mental atmosphere which surrounds many insane per-
sons is not a favorable one in which to bring up children already predisposed
to mental disorder. The member of such a»family on whom the care of the
patient devolves is in especial danger, and should not be subjected to such risk
simply because the patient is harmless in the physical sense. Such a law as

has recently been proposed in Vermont, that none but dangerous lunatics
be sent to a hospital, would not only cut off a large part of the insane from
all efficient curative measures, but would tend directly to produce insanity in
the families of those already insane.

The Vermont Asylum has recently been subjected to the inspection and
criticisms of a commissioner. This asylum is an incorporated institution,
which boards the insane poor of the State, cities, and towns at a fixed rate.
The commissioner condemned this system, and advised the building of a hospi-
tal by the State. We have on hand a review of the report of the commissioner
by the officers of the asylum, and also a joint report of the committee of the
general assembly of Vermont appointed to examine the matter. The com-

mittee indorse the management of the asylum and report adversely to the
proposed state hospital.

_*_

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

Dr. Meynert, the well-known professor of mental diseases in Vienna, had
the misfortune to make a misstep on the stairs of his house a short time since
and receive a fall by which he suffered a fracture of both bones of the leg near

the ankle.
•

—

For palpitation of the heart which does not depend on an organic disease of
the organ or of the central nervous system, Mardier recommends a novel treat-

ment, which consists in causing the patient to bend forwards with his arms

hanging down so as to make the blood flow into the upper part of the body.
If in addition the patient be advised to hold his breath for a few seconds,
while in this position, the effect is said to be produced even quicker.

 —In pernicious anœmia, when iron given internally can no longer be ab-
sorbed, Huguenin (Gazette des Hôpitaux, August 26, 1876) makes use of the
subcutaneous method of its administration. The formula for the injection of
iron is as follows :

—P/ Ferri pyrophosph.,
Ammon.sulph.ââ5.00= 3i|.
Aqua? destillat.50.00= 3 ¡¿. M.

So that a subcutaneous syringe holds three centigrammes of iron, or half a

grain. Soon after the injection, redness of the skin, œdema, and often even
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heart symptoms are seen, but all these phenomena soon pass away, and the
general condition is improved.

—

We take the following changes of university professorships from the
Wiener medizinische Presse of November 12, 1876. Dr. Ponfick, former as-

sistant of Virchow and recently professor of pathological anatomy in the Uni-
versity of Rostock, has accepted a call to the University of Gottingen. The
extraordinary professor, Dr. Albert Thierfelder, in Leipsic, will fill Ponfick's
place at Rostock. On the 1st of November Dr. SchiefFerdecker, former assist-
ant in the University of Strassburg, formally entered on his duties as privat
docent for anatomy in the University of Rostock. From an earlier number of
the same journal we learn that Dr. Karl Senhofer, extraordinary professor of
medical chemistry in the University of Innsbruck, has been chosen regular
professor of general and pharmaceutical chemistry in the University of Vienna.
At Heidelberg, extraordinary professor Dr. Hermann Lossen is intrusted with
the direction of the cliuic of the recently deceased surgeon, Simon.

—

We make the following quotation from the New York Medical Record,
adding that the subject is one to which we made some allusion in an editorial
article in the number for January 4th. We fear the reform needed will hardly
•be accomplished by so mild a method as is hinted at by our Kentucky contem-
porary. " The Louisville Medical News says : ' Evidences of new medical
journals for 1877 are rife. It will soon be in order for the Boston Medical
Journal and the New York Medical Record to read the riot act.'

" As far as we are concerned, we give the editor of the News clue credit for
his foresight, for the following was in type when we read the above :

—" ' Several new medical journals are announced for the coming year. The
reasons given are, " in consequence of a want long felt by the profession," etc.
The shoe is so apt to be on the other foot, that at the end of a year or two the
wants of the journal are much in excess of those of the profession. The 'lat-
ter may be considered, for the sake of the argument, an unappreciative set in
any event, but that is no reason why we should not hope for the best.' "

— In the Section für Anatomie und Physiologie of the Versammlung deut-
scher Naturforscherund Aerzte in Hamburg, 1876, Professor Quincke spoke of
the diuretic action of waters containing carbonic acid. Experiments with water

containing carbonic acid and that free from it, carried on in healthy or nearly
healthy individuals, showed that the secretion of urine in the next three hours
after drinking the carbonated water was richer (seven to twenty-one per cent, of
the entire amount). The probable cause of the great diuresis was an accelerated
résorption brought about by the carbonic acid. Other series of experiments
in which the individuals took no drink on waking up in the morning showed
that the urine secreted in the morning hours was clearer and of lighter specific
gravity than the night-urine which was passed on getting up. Also the average
amount secreted in an hour was usually greater in the morning hours than in
the night. These facts show that during sleep the secretion of urine is rela-
tively small, and that after waking it is increased.

In the Section für innere Merlicin, Professor Quincke reported two cases of
pernicious anaemia which he cured by transfusion. Human blood was used,
and a partial destruction of red blood corpuscles followed, which showed itself
in transient hajinoglobulinuria.
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— Meding, in the Archiv der Heilkunde, speaks of a case of parametritis
puerperalis which ran a rapid and favorable course under the use of salicylic
acid internally. He tested the milk of the patient and the urine and fasces of
the child who nursed, but could find no traces of the drug in either.

— Professor Leyden commenced his new labors as clinical teacher in the
Charité at Berlin, in place of Traube, on the 30th of October last. In his
•opening address he eulogized his teacher, Traube, and thoroughly explained
the method he intended to pursue in his clinical instruction.

—

At a meeting held October 11, 1876, of the Berliner medicinische Ge-
sellschaft, Dr. E. Wiss spoke in almost unbounded praise of balsam of tolu as an

application to wounds of all kinds. When the balsam was put upon wounds it
produced an immediate sensation of burning, which, however, very soon ceased,
as did all pain, even in most severe wounds. Fresh wounds under this treat-
ment showed no inflammation, aDd in those already inflamed it soon ceased.
No suppuration took place, and where it was already present it soon disap-
peared. No wound treated by him by this method took on a septic character,
even under the most unfavorable local and climacteric surroundings. In all
cases, even in lacerated wounds, there was union by first intention, a thing
which had not been his experience in any other method of treatment. Two
cases were detailed. He considers that the balsam hinders suppuration, and
after his surgical experience he made use of it in two cases of old women with
profuse catarrh of the lungs. The drug was given in an emulsion with yolk
of egg (4.0 : 120.0 = 64.8rri to 4§ ; one teaspoonful every two hours), and
one case was well in eleven days, while the other recovered in three weeks.
In these cases " all other medicines had failed."

—

We have lately received Dr. Billings's second report on the construction
and organization of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, with fourteen plates show-
ing the plans of the architect, Mr. Niernsee, and embodying the merits of the
various plans which had already been suggested. The original volume pub-
lished by the trustees, which has received such general commendation, is a

sufficient guaranty that any combination of the best ideas in it must contain
nearly all that is known at the present time to make a hospital all that it should
be. The system of ventilation by flues leading from the different wards to one

vast chimney appears to be most in favor, but not decided upon ; and it has
apparently been selected without consideration of the fact that the efficiency of
these flues diminishes very rapidly in proportion as they extend to a distance
from the central ventilating-shaft. The house of Mr. Winans, which is taken
as a model, or a school-room, may be easily and thoroughly ventilated in this
way ; but it is a very different matter when one deals with a dozen wards full
of sick people. One of the greatest advantages of the block plan is the
facility offered for simplicity in all matters pertaining to hospital hygiene.

— The University of Griefswald, Prussia, has in this winter semester two
hundred and twenty-two matriculated medical students. The University of
Erlangen, Bavaria, has one hundred and ten matriculated medical stuents, of
whom forty-four are from other states than Bavaria.

In the University of Zürich, Switzerland, are twenty-six female students,
twenty-three of whom are registered in the medical, and three in the philosoph-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY on July 17, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



ical faculty. Of these twenty-six, Russia sends nine, America six, Germany,
Bohemia, Servia, and Switzerland two each, Hungary, England, and Holland
one each. It is a well-known fact that Russian ladies in large numbers were

refused admission to their own universities, and petitioned the senate of the
Zürich University for admittance. The pressure was so strong that their peti-
tion was complied with, though at the cost of strong opposition on the part of
the senate of the university. A few years ago, when over one hundred Rus-
sian ladies were at Zürich, of whom the majority were medical students, the
czar issued an ukase, forbidding them this privilege, and ostracizing those who
did not return to Russia within a limited time. This is the sole cause of the
decadence in the number of female students in Zurich.

— Professor Valentin, of Bonn, celebrated his fortieth anniversary as pro-
fessor of physiology in that university early in November. His medical col-
leagues presented him with a bronze statue of himself, and he was made doc-
tor of philosophy honoris causa by that faculty. Valentin was formerly a

student of Purkinje, of Breslau, and is perhaps best known to the medical
reading public as the one who first described ganglion cells and flimmer cells
( flimmerzellen.)

—

A case of intussusception with sphacelation and subsequent recovery is
reported in the British Medical Journal, by E. A. Fox, F. R. C. P. The pa-
tient, a boy aged four and one half years, on the 18th of July complained of
pain in the bowels and had persistent vomiting. He continued to suffer till
July 23d, when the vomiting began to diminish, the tympanites lessened, and
flatus passed per anum. The next day there was a small, loose evacuation
without blood, and on the 25th he had four copious pale evacuations ; with the
last there was a lump of fleshy-looking substance, which upon examination
proved to be a foot of the large bowel turned inside out, with the vermiform
appendix, which also was turned inside out, attached. On slitting open the
ascending colon it was found to contain nine inches of small intestine, showing
that the intussusception began at the ileo-caecal valve. The whole of the sep-
arated bowel was quite black and gangrenous. The patient gradually im-
proved, and on September 30th he was quite recovered and strong. During
the course of the disease there was absence of inflammatory symptoms except
pain. The separation did not take place until the tenth day, and the expulsion
not until the twelfth. The sphacelated bowel measured twenty-one inches in
length.

— Intussusception of the rectum in pregnancy is a malady to which Dr. B.
E. Hadra calls attention in The Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal of
December, 1876. He thinks it merits a greater share of attention than most
of our text-books give to it. The long-standing obstipations so common in
pregnancy, as well as the direct pressure exerted by the gravid womb upon
the rectum in the direction of the sacrum, tend to produce the trouble. Two
illustrative cases are given. Their symptoms were, stools very frequent, small,
slimy and more or less mixed with blood, and uncontrolled by internal medi-
cation, tenesmus, absence of fever, etc. Examination by the rectum easily
revealed the intussuscepted fold. The treatment consists in copious injections
of cold water made with considerable force. These unfold the invagination,
and produce natural dejections.
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